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The Movement was launched in 2000 by then Prime Minister Goh
Chok Tong to:

- Ensure Singaporeans recognise the importance of speaking
Standard English

- Encourage Singaporeans to speak Standard English

The Movement shares English language resources on its
website, and its partners support with programmes to help people
experience English in engaging and interesting ways.



f SPEAK |
GOOD
Background ENGLISH §

MOVEMENT

Excerpt of Speech by then PM Goh Chok Tong at the Launch of
Speak Good English Movement 2000:

“The ability to speak good English is a distinct advantage in terms
of doing business and communicating with the world. This is
especially important for a hub city and an open economy like ours. If
we speak a corrupted form of English that is not understood by
others, we will lose a key competitive advantage. My concern is that
If we continue to speak Singlish, it will over time become
Singapore’s common language.”

For full speech, visit:
http://goodenglish.org.sa/~/media/sgem/document/press%20room/2000/sq

em%20launch%202000%20g0h%20speech.pdf



http://goodenglish.org.sg/~/media/sgem/document/press room/2000/sgem launch 2000 goh speech.pdf
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Speak Well §'Library v
Be Understood e

tart reading regularly and you'll be on
your way to speaking good English

To support the Movement in 2000, the Regional Language Centre (RELC)
launched Grammar Matters, a series of 5 books using comics to illustrate
the correct use of grammar.

More than 170,000 people called in to listen to the Movement’s Phone-In
Lessons in 2002 to learn how to speak good English.
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The Movement offered partial scholarships to volunteers involved in
reading programmes or literacy volunteer work to attend a READI Course
for Reading Facilitators.

The 8th Plain English Speaking Awards (PESA) saw 140 students
compete in story telling sessions, with rehearsed and impromptu oratorical
speeches on various topics.
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Be Understood

Not only in Singapore,

in colaboration with 380UV
Sounding Right

Leasons i Premunciation

The National Institute of Education (NIE) designed a workshop for
the public to acquaint themselves with the International Phonetic
Alphabet (IPA).
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Local bands played at Timbre every Wednesday in support of the
Speak Good English Movement.
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Members of the public participated in free English proficiency tests
conducted by WDA at 4 public libraries.

A new training program for frontline retail staff — “Service English for
Retail Professionals” — was launched in partnership with the
Singapore Retailers Association.
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Impress. Inspire. Intoxicate
Six Lives, One Language
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The Movement ran a series of English workshops for teachers and
parents with kindergarten and primary school children.

A new radio programme on “How to Inspire and Motivate your Team”
was launched.
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Tore Got problem call me can?

Please let me Know
it you need holp.
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The Movement launched "Say It Right!” and the "Say It Right” iPhone

Application to help members of the public pronounce commonly
mispronounced words correctly.

Banguet, Kopitiam and Ya Kun supported by putting up Speak Good English
stickers, posters and banners on their premises.
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ez Getting it right -
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Get your English right
— even at the kopitiam
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These notes are part of this year's
Speak Good English Movement cam-
paign,

Launched in 2000 to encourage the
use of proper English, this year's cam-
pmfl features the theme “Get It Ri

ancks to expand the areas where
standard Haghsh is used by vroping in
tood-and - beverage ontlets.

Partoers such as Ya Kun and food-
court chain Kopitium will displsy table
stickars encasraging cadomens b e
stundard Enghsh, mch as "Hase you or-
dered?” mstead of “You order already or
not?".

During yesterday'’s media briefing,
the campaign’s head secretaniat, Ms Jen-
nifer Yin, said: “Most Singaporeans
would have gone to a food court at lesst
onee a day. 1f we have our partners on
hoard from the hawker centres, from
the food courts, this will certainly get
OUE meesape ot very well "

The campaign also rallles proficient
Enghsh speakers to be role models for
those who may need guidance.

Said vhaitman Goby Eck Kheng: “The
Dust way to lewrn is through intexsction
and by being conscious, 1t's an everyday
thing”

The campagn ks also i
activist kit tn llnlp correct poor Frgluh
complete with a sticky-note pad used 1o
correct wrongly expressed signs and in-
CorTect writing,

Its 22 partness, including Singapore
Press Holdings (SPH), will each help 1o
spread the message via their communi-
cation Lok,

He woplairad that o huy 4o thl pear’s cam- o
", . : t fine not the tables tell- oy
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“For anyone who is interexted in learn.
ing Enghish, Stomp hrings to the table a
fux and interactive element via the web.
site.”

On the other hund, SPH's online vid-
o news channel Razor TV will embark
on & five-part series, Strevt Spesh,

‘Taking to the streets with & kanguage
expert in taw, hosts of the reality-style
programme will talk to the man in the
street to highlight the mistakes that of-
ﬁp unmoticed i vur duily use of Eng-

RazorTV editor Jonathan Ng swd:
“It's more fun and watchable. 1t's real.
The reality concept makes it easier to
prasp.”

Hoping to inspire readers to Jearn
from others’ succese, my paper will be
pwﬁlm; FOMDE exceulives DA series

called Exccs Spesk Well.
Suid my paper (English) editor Yoos
Kai Chai: “By lighting profisslonak

across different ficlds who have benefit
ed from musstering English, we hope
that we can spresd the message that any -
oneﬂll;lldtuplh Banguage (o bis or
her own way”

nggweniSeph com.sg
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The Movement transformed all five levels of Jurong Regional Library to
host a “Speak Good English Carnival”.

There were games and activities for children, parents and young
people to show that they can have fun while still learning and using
Standard English.
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The Movement's series of posters complement the year’'s message by
sharing four ways to make good English stick:

1. Make the Effort to Start

2. Stretch Yourself

3. Practise, Practise, Practise

4. Never Underestimate your Own Power
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The Speak Good English Movement put out ten quick and simple tips
that all of us can use to increase our standard of English. These tips
also show that taking a little step each day, whether it is reading a book

or listening to the radio, can significantly help to improve English
proficiency.
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MUG FOR GOOD ENGLISH:
Yesterday, 5,000 mugs invaded Raffles
Place to promote the Speak Good
English Movement. Passers-by were
invited to take one home. The movement
launched 10 simple tips to help
Singaporeans improve their English.
These tips have been illustrated on the

mugs that will be distributed to food and Ten tips to help Singaporeans
FErROs vt improve their English, were
designed on mugs and
distributed to members of the
public.
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The Speak Good English Movement launched a series of six witty and
humorous videos to debunk the myth that grammar rules are boring
and didactic, and brings some fun back to appreciating good English.
Videos are available on the Movement’s YouTube Channel.
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The Speak Good English Movement held its first ever symposium at The Arts
House on 15 July 2017. The fully subscribed symposium was attended by
over 200 participants. All sessions can be viewed on the Movement's
YouTube channel.

The Movement also released a Grammar Rules guidebook, which was well
received by members of the public and the media. A pdf version of the
guidebook can be found on the Movement’'s website.
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Grammar Rules for good English

Free book covers grammar topics, highlights
common errors made by Singaporeans

{ YuenSin

¢ How many times have you been
: told to “please off the tap”, instead
: of“please turn offthe tap”?
Thenthere isthe officious-sound-
ing “please revert to me”, which
: really should be “please reply”.
¢ To avoid such gaffes, the Speak
i Good English Movement has pub-
ished a free guidebook to help
: people speak and write better.
i  Grammar Rules is a pocket-sized
: book which covers topics in gram-
: mar, including tenses and the use of
¢ adverbs and conjunctions. It also
: highlights common English lan-
guage errors made by Singaporeans
: and provides the correct words and
rases.
The book was officially launched
sterday and there will be 10,000

COMMON MISTAKES

Wrong: Please off the tap
Standard English: Please turn
offthetap

Standard English: With regard
tothe matter, Ithink...

Wrong: He scored eight upon 10
for the math test
Standard English: He scored

Wrong: Lisa is taking writing
classes to upgrade her skills
Standard English: Lisais taking

writing clas: P her opies available.
skills Most of the material had origi-

- nally appeared as short excerpts in
notebooks issucd by the movement
: overthe years,
But this is the first time that such
comprehensive guidebook has
een launched.
“The popularity of the notebooks
and the grammar tips they con-
: tained motivated the movement to
: compile the material into one
: volume,” said a spokesman,
“Through Grammar Rules, the
i Speak Good English Movement
: hopes to draw attention to the
i importance of grammar so that

Wrong: Today is myoff day
Standard English: Today is my
i

rong: Please revertto
me as soon as possible*
Standard English: Please reply
as soon as possible
“However, using revert to mean
“reply to*iscommon in some
varieties of English,

e.g.Indian English

Singaporeans may be encouraged
to improve their standard of
spoken and written English.”

The movement was launched in
2000 by then Prime Minister Goh
Chok Tong over concerns that
widespread use of broken English
involving “ungrammatical and trun-
cated” expressions would affect
Singapore’s ability to do business
and communicate with the world.

At that time, popular TV sitcom
Phua Chu Kang, which featured
artist Gurmit Singh playing the lead
role of a Singlish-spcaking contrac-
tor, came under fire.

Over the years, the movement
has roped in various partners to
promote the use of standard, gram-
matical English, including food and
beverage outlets, the National Li-
brary Board and the British Coun-
cil. But concerns about how the use
of Singlish may displace the
mastery of standard English by
Singaporeans still remain.

Responding to media queries, the
movement’s chairman, Mr Goh Eck
Kheng, said that while Singlish is a
“cultural marker” for many Singa-
poreans and comes with its own
syntax and vocabulary, “itis impor-
tant to be aware of the differences
between Singlish and English
because there is a time and place
foreachofthem™.

He added that the movement will
be organising a symposium in the
second half of this year to discuss
the English language in Singapore.
More details will be released at a
later date.

Those who would like a copy of
Grammar Rules may collect it from
the Singapore Philatelic Museum

and Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial
Hallduring opening hours.

Itwill be given out ona firstcome,
firstserved basis, while stocks Jast.

Technician Basheer Ahmed, 48,
obtained a copy of the book earlier
this month. He said it has encour-
aged him to pay more attention to
his sentence structure when he
speaks English.

“Sometimes, we say things like
‘why you never do this’ or ‘on the
light', that are actually incorrect,”
said Mr Basheer.

He added that he will encourage
his nieces and nephews, who are
still in school, to take a look at the
guidebookas well.

yuensin@sph.com.sg
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GERAKAN BERTUTUR
BAHASA INGGERIS YANG BAIK (SGEM)

Terbit panduan
tatabahasa, perbetul
kesilapan lazim

GERAKAN Bertutur Bahasa
Inggeris Yang Baik (SGEM) te-
lah menerbitkan panduan percu-
ma bagi membantu orang ramai
dalam isu tatabahasa.

Selain memaparkan pelbagai
topik tatabahasa utama terma-
suk kata nama, kata ganti nama,
kata sifat, kata depan dan kata
penghubung, buku yang dina-
makan Grammar Rules itu me-
narik perhatian terhadap bebe-
rapa kesilapan bahasa Inggeris
yang dibuat warga Singapura.

Malah, buku bersaiz kecil itu
memberi contoh bagaimana
membetulkan kesilapan itu.

Kebanyakan bahan dalam
buku tersebut pernah diterbit-
kan dalam buku nota yang dike-
luarkan gerakan itu.

Dengan kepopularan buku
nota itu serta panduan tataba-
hasa di dalamnya, gerakan terse-
but terdorong menghimpunkan
bahan itu menjadi satu him-
punan.

Selain itu, bahan baru ditam-
bah bagi menjadikan buku pan-
duan itu lebih menyeluruh.

Menerusi buku itu, SGEM
berharap dapat menarik per-
hatian orang ramai terhadap

peri pentingnya tatabahasa agar
warga Singapura terdorong
memperbaiki tahap peng-
gunaan bahasa Inggeris mereka,
baik semasa bercakap mahupun
menulis.

Sebanyak 10,000 naskhah
buku itu telah dicetak.

Profesor Madya Pengajian
Teater dan Persembahan di Uni-
versiti Pengurusan Singapura
(SMU), Dr Margaret Chan, me-
nyifatkan buku itu sebagai sum-
ber bahasa berguna yang harus
dimiliki setiap orang. .

“Kejayaan bergantung pada
(kebolehan seseorang) menge-
tahui, bercakap dan menulis ba-
hasa Inggeris yang baik.

“Grammar Rules menunjuk-
kan cara melakukan demikian,”
ujarmya.

Orang awam yang ingin
mendapatkan buku itu boleh
pergi ke Muzium Setem Si-
ngapura atau Dewan Peringa-
tan Sun Yat Sen Nanyang se-
masa waktu operasi.

Mereka yang ingin menda-
patkan buku itu dalam jumlah
yang besar pula harus e-mel
nhb_SpeakGoodEnglishMovem
ent@nhb.gov.sg.
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More

funds to In Ju_ly 2017, the Movement announced that it is
offering funding support for programmes that can

SUppOl’t raise awareness on the importance of using good

f English and encourage the use of Standard

use o English in Singapore.

standard

Engllsh The proposals are evaluated twice a year and
interested applicants may download the

SpeukCood ErgiiMppemient Programme Proposal & Funding Support

calls for new ideas from public Request Form from the Movement's website.

http://goodenglish.org/programme-support

receive fun

Good English Mov

The Funding S
h


http://goodenglish.org/programme-support
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Inaugurated in 2008, the ITEA Teaching Award is presented by the Speak Good
English Movement and the Straits Times, with the support of the Ministry of
Education (MOE).

The Teaching Award recognises English teachers for their efforts at making
lessons exciting and relevant to their students. In 2014, the ITEA Leadership
Award was introduced to acknowledge school leaders who have led their schools
in the development and implementation of an effective English programme.
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nhb_speakgoodenglishmovment@nhb.gov.sg

www.goodenglish.org.sg

facebook.com/speakgoodenglishmovement

youtube.com/goodenglishsg

soundcloud.com/speak-good-english
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